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Hubert DavidThomas (889-1979)

Early Life

Hubert David Thomas was the son of John Thomas and Annie EliZabethse, and the father of Gordon
David Thomas (see Chapter 1).

He was born on 30December 1889 at 6 Suffolk Street, Jarrow, South Shields and Durham.
He was christened on&February 1890 at Christ Church, Jarrow Grange, South Shields and Durham.
See Birth and Christenin@ertificatesn Appendix.

6 Suffolk Street, Jarrow, South Shields and Durham
(taken in 2009)



Jarrowis a town in northeast England, located on tHeiverTyne Historicallypart of County Durhamin
1974 it became part of theetropolitan countyof Tyne and Wear



Hubert David Thomasas always known by his second name, David.

He had an elder brother, Walter James Thomas, who was born in April 188an &tdier sister, Olive
Margaret Thomas, who was born in January 1889

He also had twin sisters, Elizabeth and Annie, but sadly they both died immediately after being born.

Hubert David Thomas (on the rigm)abouf 18, aged about 5 years old
with Olive (sister) and Walter (brotheoh his left

His father, John Thomas, moved around the country from St Helens in Liverpool, to Jarrow in South Shie
and then to Birmingham. It was whilst they were in Jarrow that David was born.



InJanuaryl891, aged 2 years old, lamd the family werdiving at 100, Albert Road, Jarrow

100, Albert Road, Jarrow, South Shields and Dulteen in 2010)

Laterthat year in April 1891 they had all moved to Liverpool Road, Knowsley, Liverpool
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By 1901, aged 11 years old, he and the family were living at 40, Fernley Road, Yardley, Worcestershire (r
part of Birmingham).Today, there is a gap in the terraces between number 44 and 32, and new houses ar
there instead possiblydue towar bombdamage

‘ Hubert David Thomas (on right) in about 194§e about 21 years old
with Walter (brother) and Olive (sister) at the back
and John (father) and Annie (mother) at the front



HubertDavidThomas in 1908 aged 19 years old



Between 1911 and 1912, they were living at 371, Rotton Park RaghastonBirmingham. At this time,
David wasabout 21 years old, and was Analytical Chemist.

371, Rotton Park Road, Edgbaston, Birmingltaiken in 2017)
Some odd thigs in thefront garden and above the door today!



Education

Davidwent to school at College Road School, in Yardley, part of the Yardley School Board” Jaip 24
1901 he was awarded a boglArabian Nights Entertainmertfor Regularity.

Award Noticeand the Arabiah Nights Entertainment Book

The school was opened in 1901 and so | am unsure whether it was his Primary School or Secondary Sch
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He attended the City of Birmingham Municipal fieical School (evening school) in 190809 where he
studied a course in Inorganic Chemistty. R2 y Q (ifurtkdr OB F 2 NI A2y F62dzi 51
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Hubert David Thomas Prize Certificate 1908
From City of Birmingham Municipal Technical Sctfuwsdhorganic Chemistry General Course

War Service Enlistment

Davidmade a recruitment application for Short Service in the Army Reserve in November 1915.
SeeRecruitment Applicatiodocument in Appendii.
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Employment History

David worked at Hudso& Wright Ltd., Grove Street, Birmingham 18 which manufactured Brass and
Copper Tubes.

He was arAnalytical Chemist and Copper Refinetlowing in the same profession as his father,
grandfather, and great grandfatherHe became &Vorks Managerthen aTechnical Manageand finally a
Directorof the company.

On the 1921Census, s occupation wa3echnicalManager of aVire ManufacturingCompany, which was
United Wire Works,in AdderleySreet, Birmingham.

On the 1939 Censusjshoccupationwas a Technical Manager & Chemist (Metal) and an A.R.P. Control
Officer.

Foundry potos showinga workplace similar tahose that David would have worked @q.
They may be his actual place of work or that or his father, John
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Medals / Badges

By the outbreak of war there were more than 1.5 million in the ARP (Air Raid Precautions), or Civil Defenc
as it was later reanamed. The most visible members tfe ARP were the air raid wardens.

David was an Air Raid Warden, and had the following badges.

The Hudson & Wright Fire Guard badge would signify that he performed#iesfor his company.

Two War Service Badges
E G Wrigley & Co Limitedhs aBritishtool maker, car component,
and mechanical partsranufacturer located at Foundry Lan8phqg Birmingham
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Civil Defenc&nit

David is in the centre of the back row (marked fraimove)
Anne Beatrice (Bugsy) Lavender, his second wife to be, is in the second row (marked from above)

This is thought to be where David and Bugsy met.

Dick . dzZ3aeé Qa ai dethappydod d IO RZ | yfRendshizFcidev@ldp and indeed dly
made music together with Dick on piari®avidon his violin andBugsysinging.

aht R aly W2ffteé¢ Aa Ay GKS OSy(dNB 2HEonlyKdss ore By shd N
was quite badly disfigured by a bullet which disfigured himd kiled the guy next to him.If you look

closelyat the photosomeone has put a dot over his missing eye.
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Family Life

David marriedAda Turnor on 14" April 1917 in St Augustine's Church, Edgbaston, Birmingh#he
witnesses at the marriage werdmhn Thomas (David's father) and Benjamin Turnor (Ada's fatberyid
was 27 years old and Ada was 28 years old when they marfiethe time, they were living at 241, Rotton
Park Road, EdgbastdBirmingham SeeMarriage Certificatein Appendix.

St Augustine's Church, Edgbaston, Birmingham taken in 2017)
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241 Rotton Park Roa#&dgbaston (taken in 26}
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“Ada Turnoin about1908

Theyhadonly one child from hisnarriage toAda Turnoy namely Gordon David Thomas, who was born on
7" March 1921 at 15 Edgbaston Road, Smethwick, Birmingham.
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15 Edgbston Road, Smethwick, Birmingham (taken in 2018)
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In about 125, (datetaken from the Electoral Registerf)ey then moved to 240 Rotton Park Road,
Edgbaston There he sharetthe house with his brother and wife, Walter James Thomas and Keitha.

| ?J-E

240 Rotton Park Road, Edgbaston, (taken in 2015)

His wife Ada suffered fromSepticaemia and was often quite ill, but it affected her fatallyuty1934 The
family story has it that she diedfter scratching herself pruning the roses in the gardérhis wa®nly 3
months after her motheiin-law Annie. SeeDeathCertificatein Appendix.

In 1938, David met Dick Greenhough and struck up a firm friendship with him and his wife, Annie (Bugs'
The two families went on holiday together in Rhyl and the three adults, possibly with Walter Thomas an
Keithatoo, used to have musica&venings.David played violin, Dick the Piano, Walter played the Cello and
Bugsy sang.

However, Dick and Bugsy were having marital problems, and Bugsy increasingly turned to David for lo
and companionship. In about 1942 she moved out of her home kiallewell Road, Edgbaston and
effectively moved in to 101, Knightlow Road with her 3 childr&fary, Ann and Denis, although all three
were in the variousrmedforces helpingn the war effort Bugsy used to stay with friends in Pereira Road
unless anyf the children were home, and visited David during the daytime if possible.
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In 1945 (from the Electoral Registers) Bugsy was living/staying at 101 Knightlow Road, together wi
Richard Greenhough (her then husbanbavid (her husband to be), and Anriz&beth HippislexCox (nee
Greenhougtt, her daughter).

David's second marriage was Amne BeatricgBugsy)Lavendeon 28" June 1946 intte Register Office,
Birmingham. The witnesses at the marriage were MaryThomas (Bugsy's daughter) and \XNrtkins
(David's brotheiin-law). David was 56 years old and Anne was 50 years old when they married.
SeeMarriage Certificatein Appendix.

Between 1934 and 1974, David and his family were living at 101 Knightlow Road, Harborne, Birmingha
David had &onsiderable part in designing features of the property.
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1 Knightlow'Roéd, Harbr4, Birmingham:irca 1940

101 Knightlow Road, Harborne, Birminghamrirca2000
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On the 1939 Censusjshoccupationwas a Technical Manager & Chemist (Metal) andAdR.P. Control
Officer.
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David, Christmas 1965, with his wife Bugsy (Anne Beatrice)

By 1974 Bugsyhad become muddled due to approaching senility ebavidwasunable to help due to his
weak joints and arthritis crippling hinSo n 1974, due to failing health, David and Bugsy moved in with his
son, Gordon, at 34 Oakham Road, Harborne, Birmingham.

3 Oakham Road, Harborne, Birminghéaken in 2014)
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David déd when he was 89 years old, on™<ovember 197%t 34, Oakham RoadHe was buried on 76
November 1979 in Lodge Hill Crematorium, Selly Oak, Birmingham.
SeeDeathCertificatein Appendix.

24



Cars Owned

Listed below are all the cars that Dawgned, in chronological order.

Sunbeam Talbot (Company Car)
on left of photo
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Appendix

Documents relating to Hubert David Thon{a8831979)
Birth Certificate
Christening Certificate
Recruitment Application Documents
Marriage Certificate to Ada Turnor
Death Certificate Ada Thomas (nee Turnor)
MarriageCertificate to Anne Beatrice Greenhough

Death Certificate
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Appendix
Birth Certificate Document
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Appendix
Christening Certificate Document

HOLY 1- BAPTISM..

* Hxcept 3 man be born of water and of the SPIRIT, he cannot cater
tlgp Kingdom of GOD." =S, John i, 5.
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This Card should be preserved. and produced when the Child is prepared for
Confirmation,
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Appendix
Recruitment Application Document




Appendix
Recruitment Application Document
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